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LEIGHTON–LINSLADE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH MEETING

MONDAY, 14 MARCH 2016 AT 7.30 PM

Present:   Councillors C Palmer (Vice-Chair)
R Berry
D Bowater
A Brandham
S Cotter
K Cursons
S Ward
A Dodwell
M Freeman
S Jones
F Kharawala
T Morris
C Perham
G Perham
B Spurr
E Wallace

Also in attendance: M Saccoccio, Town Clerk
I Haynes, Head of Grounds and Environmental 
Services
S Sandiford, Head of Democratic and Central 
Services

Members of the public: 19
Members of the press 0

1 WELCOME

The Town Mayor, Councillor R Berry, welcomed all those present to the 
meeting and thanked everyone for attending.  

Councillor Berry explained the format of the meeting and thanked 
representatives of the Rotary Club of Leighton-Linslade and the Leighton-
Linslade Carnival Committee for attending to present information.

2 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

No apologies for absence were received.

3 MINUTES

The Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 16 March 2015 were 
approved as a correct record and were signed accordingly.  
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AGREED that the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 16 March 
2015 be approved as a correct record of the meeting.

4 PARTNERSHIP WORKING

Dick Johnson of the Rotary Club of Leighton-Linslade spoke to give a brief 
explanation about the Club and its objectives.  Over recent years the remit of 
the organisation had changed and evolved, but one constant factor was the 
club’s commitment to the local community. It was felt that in the current 
climate, it was increasingly difficult for any organisation to achieve projects in 
isolation and that partnership working was therefore becoming ever more 
important. Organisations working together had added strength. 

Examples of this partnership working included arrangements with the MK 
Dons Sports and Education Trust – which had resulted in over 100 young 
people from the town joining the MK Dons Academy’s books – and with the 
Scout Association, with whom funds were being raised to support the work of 
the NSPCC and the 30th anniversary of ChildLine. 

The key events organised by Rotary within the town included the annual May 
Day Fayre and the annual Christmas Eve carol singing in the High Street. 
Recently and with Town Council support behind the scenes, the Rotary Club 
had also taken on the organisation of the annual Bonfire Night fireworks 
display.   Further initiatives included supporting the “In Bloom” campaign and 
working in partnership with the Town Council to organise a community event 
celebrating the 90th birthday of H.M. Queen Elizabeth II. 

Mark Freeman, along with other members of the Carnival Committee, gave a 
presentation about the annual community event, held on the second 
Saturday of July each year. The annual Carnival had been revived in 1962 
but records went back to at least the 1920’s, with records of a huge, military-
type Carnival event held in 1901. 

In recent times, the Carnival presented an opportunity for many local 
societies and organisations to work together, to showcase their offer and to 
promote themselves, while raising funds to benefit local groups. All those 
involved were thanked, including the Town Council, the Rotary Club and 
particularly S & J Pierce (providers of the carnival floats including drivers, fuel 
and insurance). It was noted that a relatively small number of people 
managed to successfully organise a large number of high profile events each 
year, to the benefit of the community. 

A new initiative in 2015 had been for the Carnival Committee to take the 
organisation of the pre-school event “Picnic in the Park” under its wing. 

Both organisations welcomed anyone wishing to become involved in working 
for the benefit of the community.  

5 TOWN COUNCIL - COUNCIL ACTIVITY
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The Chair introduced the Chairmen of the three main standing Committees 
and invited attendees to ask questions or make comments.

 
Q. Given the evidence of climate change and the impact of global 

warming, what are the plans of the Town Council to address this 
wherever you can? (for example, solar/wind power, disinvestment in 
fossil fuel companies). 

A. That is a matter requiring significant forward planning and probably 
best for officers to respond to. If you can leave your contact details, 
officer will reply on this subject.  

Q. The Farmers’ Market is part of our heritage and the market which has 
existed for over 1000 years. It is crucial in offering affordable, good 
quality produce. Despite loyal traders, the Farmers’ Market is 
dwindling. Is it perhaps in the wrong location – hidden away – or not 
promoted enough? South Bedfordshire Friends of the Earth are keen 
to support in any way possible. 

A. The Town Council is looking at a long term plan for the market which 
will include all the different aspects of it (farmers, craft etc). The layout 
of the market is a more difficult matter while the buses and taxis 
continue to access the High Street. 

Q. Four areas of concern are the increase in car parking fees, the 
number of taxis in the town centre, blocking disabled parking bays, the 
number of vehicles parked in the High Street on Sundays and whether 
double yellow lines are really necessary in Bridge Street (as they may 
impact on businesses there). 

A. All parking matters are the responsibility of Central Bedfordshire 
Council. In respect of taxis, it is suggested that residents take a 
photograph and send it to Licensing at CBC. 

Q. How much did the Christmas tree in the High Street cost? 

A. £1250 including installation.

Q. Regarding the street market – I have done lots of work with traders 
and they are not happy with the way the Town Council is running the 
market. Traders want to leave. The Farmers’ Market is waning even 
though there are 200 producers within a 30 mile radius. There has 
been no progress regarding the original business plan in the 3-4 years 
since LLTC took over the market. In my opinion it is failing miserably 
and LLTC will lose even more money this year. It can be turned 
around – costs could be cut and new traders attracted – as well as 
improving relationships with existing traders. For example, this 
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Saturday I have heard of an incident where the attitude of a Town 
Council officer in speaking to a market trader in front of their customer 
was questionable and aggressive. 

A. (from several different speakers):
- we do talk to the traders and we do promote the market – look at the 
What’s On leaflet which is on everyone’s chair tonight. Markets have 
had a tough time nationally in recent years and ours is doing better 
than many others.
- we know there are issues but there has been improvement since 
LLTC took over from Wendy Fairs. I do talk to the traders myself and 
have not heard these comments. Markets are declining, generally and 
the traders/farmers do also have a responsibility.
- I would agree I have not personally heard substantiated evidence 
from traders. We are making every effort to improve the market. 
- I would agree that there are issues but the Market Sub-Committee is 
keen to ensure improvements continue to be made. 

Q. I would like to congratulate the Town Council and partners on what the 
town has. I moved here recently from Yorkshire and have seen market 
towns there decimated. What we have here in terms of events and 
market is fantastic. What is the Town Council doing regarding the 
filling of vacant shops?

A. Waterborne Walk is a privately owned site and the rents have been 
increased recently. Unfortunately there is little that either council can 
do. However, the Town Council has recently made a bid for funding 
from CBC’s Market Town Regeneration Fund to bring forward various 
initiatives to benefit the town centre. 

Q. I know many people care about the market and I doubt there is any 
lack of concern or commitment on either side. It can be difficult but can 
the Town Council try to hear people? People are passionate and may 
not always phrase things appropriately. Can the Town Council display 
more tolerance to a range of views?

A. It is crucial that traders come forward and share their views and 
feedback with officers and with councillors. We are all striving to keep 
the town alive and make it the best that it can be. However, traders 
also need to take responsibility and ensure they are offering the right 
products – the footfall is there. Customers now have so many options 
with bigger towns close by and internet shopping – the market needs 
to offer appropriate goods for sale. 

Q. The Town Council does make an effort with communications, but can 
more be done, particularly to engage with people via social media?

A. We are continuing to develop our social media presence.

Q. Dog mess in the parks and open spaces is a big issue, particularly 
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near where I live at Appenine Way. May I suggest the Town Council 
work in partnership with others and be pioneers in creating designated 
dog-walking spaces – which are not near to play areas? 

A. We can have a look at this suggestion but it may not be practicable, as 
public consultation may stop it. Central Bedfordshire Council does 
have dog control orders in place – these have been endorsed by our 
elected Members for the Town Council to use – training has been 
done and signs have been ordered. The signs should go up in the next 
couple of weeks and we can then issue Fixed Penalty Notices. 

Q. What plans or deadlines does the Town Council have in place 
regarding making the Astral Park football pitches fit for purpose?

A. Junior football is already being played on land owned by LLTC. The 
land for adult pitches is owned by Central Bedfordshire Council and 
the Town Council will not accept the transfer of land until it is fit for 
purpose. The issue is drainage and recommendations made by the 
Football Association have been followed, but we will continue to put 
pressure on CBC to resolve the situation. 

6 FINAL REMARKS - MEETING CLOSES AT 2100 HOURS.

The Mayor ended the meeting by thanking all present for their attendance 
and for participating. Any further questions could be raised by contacting the 
Town Council by phone or email.

The meeting closed at 2101 hours

I HEREBY CONFIRM THAT THE FOREGOING IS A CORRECT AND ACCURATE 
RECORD OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY, 14 MARCH 2016. 

Chair                          13 MARCH 2017  


